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Annual Meeting
of Watercolour 
Society set for

Thursday, Dec. 2
The Ottawa Watercolour Society Annual 
General Meeting is scheduled to be held on 
Thursday,  Dec. 2, at the Ottawa Mennonite 
Church, 1830 Kilborn Avenue.

The evening is to begin with a pot-luck 
supper starting at 6 p.m. and following the 
supper and business meeting, guest speaker 
for the evening is to be Katherine Zarull, 
Vice President of the Canadian Society of 
Painters in Water Colour.

Ms. Zarull’s presentation is to be about 
the 2011 CSPWC symposium in June that is 
being hosted by the Ottawa Watercolour So-
ciety in the Nation’s Capital. Included is to 
be a video presentation of some of the work 
done by instructors who will be teaching at 
the symposium.

By Brenda Beattie
OWS President

Please call me (Brenda) at 613-832-
1621 or send an Email to me at 
brenda__beattie@sympatico.ca to let me 
know if you are planning to attend and what 
you will be bringing (mail course, dessert, 
salad, etc.)

Elections for the new 2011 OWS execu-
tive are planned, with the following positions 
open: 

Exhibitions - to consist of a committee 
with three positions.  Jane Barlow, who has 
done the exhibitions job by herself for the 
past four years has volunteered to take either 
position 2 or 3 depending on what is needed. 
The three jobs, Exhibitions Chair, would 
organize venues and galleries, and oversee all 
aspects of the shows; Exhibitions Jury Chair 
would organize all aspects of submissions 
and jurying; and,  Exhibitions,  Show Installa-
tion Chair, would organize the hanging of all 
paintings, labels, forms, awards, file of paint-
ings. (Continued on Page 8)

Past President of the Ottawa Watercolour Society, Marcia Lea, is shown 
here with her graduation master thesis works entitled, “Sex  Bombs and 
the Cold War”. The works were on display at the end of August and begin-
ning of September at the Department of Visual Arts, University of Ottawa. 
Additional photo, visit:  www.owswatercolour.com and click on “News”.

Photo - Renate Hulley

Rosemary Randell (left) and Anne Remmer Thompson, along with Ann Gruchy and 
Rosy Somerville, exhibited recently at the Glebe Art Show. Additional photos are at: 
www.owswatercolour.com  and click on “News”.

Photos by Renate Hulley

http://www.owswatercolour.com
http://www.owswatercolour.com
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I would like to announce my decision to step down from the 
position of exhibition chair. This last four years have been an 
excellent  experience in learning about the processes involved 
in running exhibitions, from the applying for gallery  spaces to 
the organizing of jurying and finding a way to hang our beauti-
ful works such that it shows off the best we have to offer. I 
have made some wonderful connections as a result of being 
involved with this process.

I have suggested that  this position be divided into three and 
run as a committee with one person being the over seeing chair 
of exhibitions. I believe that  this could make the job less oner-
ous to volunteers. Perhaps one could manage the search for 
gallery space, completing applications and maintaining records 
of the shows, a second could oversee the registration and jury-
ing, and the third could take care of the hanging of the exhibi-
tion and the vernissage. I would be willing if needed to do one 
part, preferably one of the latter two and could offer advice on 
any of the process. Please consider it, it  offers a fascinating 
view of the art world.

Our next exhibition will be held during the CSPWC Sympo-
sium in June 2011, at St Brigid’s Centre. We have decided to 
cancel the show originally scheduled for April given that it is 
too close to June and we felt it important that we be repre-
sented at the Symposium. We will be the official backdrop for 
many of the activities of the Symposium including the initial 
welcoming and the Gala, an excellent opportunity to show 
ourselves off. 

This exhibition will be an ‘Open’ show of transparent water-
colour on paper and the jurying will be held in mid April 2011, 
probably at the Ottawa Mennonite Church like last time. The 
jury  will have two external jurors and three Fellows of the 
OWS. We hope to have several sponsored awards.

We have made an executive decision that membership fees 
will no longer be accepted at the time of registration for the 
jurying since this makes the registration process too chaotic. 
So please be sure to pay  your membership  fees by  end of 
January 2011.

Happy Painting!

Jane Barlow

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

Dr. Shirley Thomson, former head of the National Gallery 
of Canada and one of the country’s most passionate advo-
cates for the arts,  died August 10,  2010, just two days be-
fore her aortic heart valve was scheduled to be replaced.

With great sadness and shock I remembered her great 
contribution to the art world and to the OWS.  She had 
been the Director of the National Gallery of Canada and the 
Canada Arts Council and at the age of 80,  the head of the 
Cultural Property Review Board of Canada.  She was a 
formidable administrator. She received numerous honours, 
the Order of Canada,  a similar award from France and sev-
eral honorary doctorates from various Universities.

Significant to members of the Ottawa Watercolour 
Society is that she agreed to open the 30th OWS Anniver-
sary Exhibition at the Cube Gallery in 2007.   The following 
year she also acted as juror at the next Juried Exhibition at 
the Cube Gallery. We were so honoured that she accepted, 
took the time to research watercolour, prepare a speech, 
type out the transcript of her speech and give it to the 
OWS. She spent a lot of time looking at every painting, 
arriving early and leaving late. This was a time when she 
was fully engaged at the review board and so many other 
functions.

She became a life time honorary member of the OWS.
Her passing leaves a big void for all of us. She can't be 

replaced. A Memorial service was held in Ottawa at the 
National Gallery of Canada, September 16.

Renate Hulley

Jane Barlow favours
splitting up the Role
of Heading Exhibits

Dr. Shirley Thomson Remembered
Renate Hulley (left) and OWS Founder Morton Baslaw, shown 
recently with Dr. Shirley Thomson.

Dr. Shirley Thomson dies at 80
--“Tremendous Art Advocate”

For Additional Photo

Coverage We Invite You to Visit

www.owswatercolour.com

Click on “News”

Past Issues of OWS News

Also Available
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Call us or drop in for personal service
Ask for: Melanie, Claire or Bill

1282 C Wellington St., West, Ottawa        613-232-2787
Email: cambridgegallery@hotmail.com

We’re proud OttawaWatercolour Society Members
choose to have their paintings framed by us

Tues.-Fri.10-6
Thurs. until   9
Sat. until       5

Message from The President
Ottawa Watercolour Society

This fall OWS artists and executive members returned from vacations, 
paint-outs and well,  some have worked right through the summer. At 
any rate we have returned to our normal schedules, some of us enjoy-
ing the reprieve from the heat and looking forward to painting indoors 
while warm and cosy in our houses. 

It is with regret that we announce the passing of Leonard Ger-
brandt on October 23, 2010. He received a few days earlier a fatal 
head injury as a result of an accidental fall from a ladder during fall 
yard cleaning at the Ottawa Mennonite Church.  A memorial service 
took place at the church Saturday, October 30, including a time of 
sharing about Leonard. 

I was astounded at the number of people who attended the serv-
ice. I arrived at the church 15 minutes before the service was to start 
and discovered that the main sanctuary was filled to capacity. A side 
room had been set up with chairs and a screen displaying the proceed-
ings taking place in the sanctuary. 

By the time the service began all seats were taken and many peo-
ple were standing. Leonard and his wife, Ute, clearly gave help to 
many people in their community and through their efforts with refu-
gees, as we heard from the many testimonials at the service,  and after 
at the time of sharing. 

I spoke on behalf of the Ottawa Watercolour Society and also read 
a letter written by CSPWC President, Peter Marsh. 

Many artists were unable to attend the service due to the fact that 
there were two large art shows in the area, and as we all know, the 
artists must be at their booths for the duration of most shows, espe-
cially Art Expo where the artists must look after their sales.

Leonard was an active member of the Ottawa Watercolour Soci-
ety since 1977. He was our President in the early 1990s and was our 
Exhibitions Co-ordinator from 2001 to 2006.For the past year he has 
been the Regional Director of the Canadian Society of Painters in Wa-
tercolour, eastern division. In this role, he has been co-ordinating a 
watercolour symposium to take place in Ottawa next June. 

He had unfailing enthusiasm and could always be relied upon to 
volunteer to help organize events, hang paintings for shows and fre-
quently he and Ute welcomed us into their home for meetings.  Quite 
an athlete, Leonard frequently arrived at our meetings and events on 
his bicycle. His watercolours with his attention to landforms, erosion 
and glaciers, have hung in many exhibitions in and around Ottawa. 
They have been an inspiration and a delight.

Leonard made a great and valuable contribution to the art com-
munity. He will be missed.

Ken Finch also shared sentiments about Leonard and I am includ-
ing a part of this with Ken’s permission:

Leonard was an inspired teacher and artist who had a passion for 
painting the poetry found in the landscape and who loved to share his 
thoughts and ideas with colleagues and students. He was much ad-
mired for his technical knowledge and expertise in the art of watercol-
our painting.

The OWS Annual General Meeting will take place at 6 p.m. on 
December 2, at the Ottawa Mennonite Church, 1830 Kilborn Ave. It 
will be a pot luck supper followed by our meeting. Guest speaker will 
be Katherine Zarull, Vice-President of the Canadian Society of Paint-
ers in Watercolor. She will be speaking about the 2011 CSPWC sym-
posium that will be hosted by the OWS. There will be video presenta-
tion of some of the work done by instructors who will be teaching at 
the symposium. 

We are looking forward to a demo of Yupo and Terraskin  to be 
given by Diane Groulx and Mike Stenson  On November 25 at the 
Ottawa School of Art. Wallacks has agreed to supply free samples of 
both Yupo and TerraSkin to all participants.

As a new year is soon to begin there are some openings in our 
executive.  We need people to volunteer for our exhibition commit-
tee. Jane Barlow has been our Exhibition chair for the several years. 
Jane has done an excellent job and as well as reported faithfully for 
the OWS News.  The OWS Executive has decided that the job is too 
much for one person but at the same time Jane has volunteered to 
remain a part of the exhibition committee to help out during this 
coming year. 

We need someone to head the committee and be responsible for 
two OWS exhibits a year.  This includes finding the venues and gal-
leries to display our work, overseeing the whole process and in-
cludes keeping track of records and co-ordinating sponsors. We also 
need someone to co-ordinate the jurying process, including jury se-
lection, registration, and co-ordination with publicity. The third per-
son on the exhibition committee would be in charge of the actual 
exhibitions, including the hanging, take-down, Vernissage, awards, 
labels and newsletter submission.

I wish to thank all members of the executive for the terrific job 
they have done this year and thank you to those who remain in their 
positions for another year.

Concerning our OWS newsletter, we are spending a consider-
able amount of money printing and mailing out paper copies.  As our 
paper is now available electronically we would like to ask that those 
of you who can pick it up electronically please check that box on 
your 2011 membership renewal application. You will then receive an 
email when the paper is available. You can then print it or save it on 
your computer or just read it online. The advantage is, you will see it 
in colour which is much more satisfying when viewing paintings 
and photos. We are trying to keep our membership fees down when 
so many other art associations are raising theirs. This one thing will 
help immeasurably towards that end.

In regards to our membership renewal, it has been our policy in 
the past to allow members to renew at any time during the year with 
the result that at each jury submission process we also took many 
membership renewals, making the submission process lengthy and 
complicated. We would like to propose that all membership renew-
als be paid by the end of January for that year and no renewals 
would be accepted at jury submissions. We will be taking a vote on 
this at the AGM. The next issue of the newsletter will be going out to 
paid up members only so this would also help us with that list.

Things that have happened and are Upcoming
Brenda Beattie
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Living Life Meant Everything

 1941 - 2010  Leonard Gerbrandt   
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Photos by Sally Jackson

Leonard Gerbrandt earned an Honours BA in Fine Art from the Uni-
versity of Guelph, but he had much more than that. He also had that 
special love of living, living to the fullest, to do his utmost, his very 
best--even better than any academic degree. It was the degree of life 
he cherished.

I did not know him well, only having met him a couple or so 
times through a mutual connection with the Ottawa Watercolour 
Society but he made an impression at our first encounter.  Strange 
how we sense something and those perhaps previously unknown 
feelings immediately spring forward when we’re faced with the 
abrupt and traumatic realities of our fragile lives.

Leonard, more than I certainly know in my short time having 
known him, from all reports, was always willing to help whoever 
crossed his path and needed his support in one way or another.  He

illustrations in the ‘Biblische Geschichte’, thinking that the wood 
engravings were pen drawings.”

After a commercial art job in Winnipeg, where he was intro-
duced to screen-printing, Leonard went on to say, “I worked on geo-
logical surveys in northern Saskatchewan during the summers. Fly-
ing in bush planes over the pre-cambrian shield was both a thrill and 
a revelation. Instead of being closed in by trees I saw the forests, 
lakes and swamps wih a majestic overview. This appreciation for an 
aerial view has influenced much of my work.”

It was, “while at the University of Guelph majoring in fine art I 
discovered the world of engraving and etching,” said Leonard. It was 
that discovery that ultimately would have a great impact on the rest 
of his life. Toward the conclusion of his studies, he had “heard 
about” a chemist turned printmaker, Stanley Hayter, and his Atelier 
17 in Paris.  Later in Ottawa, Leonard was teaching visual art in high 
school and was able to get access to a printing press at the Ottawa 
School of Art (OSA).  He began to experiment, “with Hayter’s 
method using his book, New Ways of Gravure, as a guide.”

From 1972 onward, with some interruptions, Leonard was 
teaching printmaking at the OSA and in 1973 after a teaching con-
tract at Canterbury High School he designed and constructed,  “a 
variation of an André Bieler type pneumatic press, funded by an 
Ontario Arts Council grant.” He was a board member of the OSA 
and was instrumental in setting up its printmaking studio, which is 
named after him.

“My work as printmaker and teacher changed in going to Bang-
ladesh where my wife, Ute,  had an international development as-
signment (1984-86). There I was a local volunteer with the Mennon-
ite Central Committee, advising on art and product designs for their 
Job Creation Program. For this I frequently traveled across Bangla-
desh by air, giving me the opportunity to see that generally flat rice 
paddy patchwork land from my favourite perspective--the aerial 
point of view. At the same time being away from printing presses it 
was natual to turn to other forms of art, in my case to watercolour 
and photography.” He was the first foreigner to be invited to join the 
Chittagong Photographic Society and earned an Honorable Mention 
on their behalf in an international photo competition

In 1987 back in Canada he returned to the OSA and instead of 
printmaking, he focused on watercolours and drawing and was OWS 
President in the early ‘90s.  He was Exhibition Coordinator for about 
five years starting in 2001. At the time of his death he was the Re-
gional Director of Eastern Ontario, heading up the arrangements for 
the 2011 CSPWC Symposium in Ottawa next summer.

There is still so much to say about Leonard but the last word 
must go to the Nakkertok Cross Country Ski Club that was also a 
huge part of his life.  In their Memoriam, they said: “Folklore has it 
that Leonard came to Nakkertok about 20 years ago after he was 
caught removing a troublesome tree on Trail 40 in Gatineau Park. At 
Nakkertok, Leonard quickly became the ‘prince of the Middle King-
dom’, taking on the task of rebuilding Trail 3 (north to south) as well 
as renewing our good relations with the property owners of all trails 
not located at the north and south trailheads.   Leonard completed the 
Gold Coureur des Bois in the Canadian Ski Marathon 10 times.  
Leonard was a steady pacer. He would arrive at the Gold Camp after 
dark when others were getting ready to sleep, cheerful, as always, 
and happy to be alive and outside on a cold February night. As he 
was known to say, ‘Heaven can wait another day’!”

--By Murray Stephens - Editor OWS News

indeed died while doing just that, helping others do a clean-up at his 
church and getting the yard ready for the winter. He accidentally fell 
from a ladder and died of massive brain injuries.

Very shortly after Leonard’s death,  I was talking with a neurolo-
gist at the Civic Hospital in Ottawa and the discussion turned to the 
matter of the shortness of life, and issue of death, the thing we don’t 
want to face.  How abrupt it can be.

“Yes,” I said, “I know an artist who just died in a terrible acci-
dent” and I described what had happened and I told him his name. 
The doctor works at the hospital but I didn’t really expect him to 
know, afterall hundreds if not thousands move through that hospital 
daily.

Then, suddenly, he stopped.  Did you say, “Gerbrandt” ?  “Yes, 
that’s his name,” I said.

“Leonard Gerbrandt?”, he asked.
“Yes”, I said.
He was totally caught off-guard, and so was I, and I don’t re-

member exactly what he said next but the message was that, “I have 
one of his paintings.  I see it every day ... I love that painting”.

Small World.
Everyone has heard that artists live on because of their art.  

More power to you,  Leonard…
Given his “joie de vivre”, as the French say, it is little wonder 

that Leonard was so intense, so involved with people and activities. 
Let me quote from the Ottawa Citizen death announcement that 

said, “He is a member of the Ottawa Watercolour Society and Re-
gional Director of Eastern Ontario for the Canadian Society of Paint-
ers in Water Colour (CSPWC). As a member of Nakkertok Ski Club 
he spent countless hours preparing trails.”

He and Ute, his wife and companion of more than 42 years,  
“have been involved for many years with refugees through the Refu-
gee Assistance Program of the Ottawa Mennonite Church. Leonard 
loved people and loved helping them.”

It was in the Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery publication, 
CANVASs, that not too long ago,  Leonard chronicled his own evolu-
tion as an artist.  He began by saying, “As an artist, I am fascinated 
with landforms, especially those due to erosion or glaciation. I gen-
erally familiarize myself with a subject by initially drawing and 
painting in a representational manner. In emphasizing the design and 
visual patterns some abstraction evolves.  I am drawn to the in-
between-world in which the landscape is a vehicle for design with 
specific representation being subordinate,  though with a sense of 
place, leaving interpretation up to the viewer’s imagination.

“I have early memories of always drawing things and at twelve 
receiving an oil painting kit, an unusual gift in a Mennonite home, 
from my parents,  and teaching myself to paint. Growing up in rural 
Manitoba, my idol as an artist was Clarence Tillinus; his illustrations 
and pen drawing instructions in The Country Guide magazine being 
my primary introduction to art. I grew up admiring Dürer inspired 
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Ottawa Watercolour Society
Executive 2010

President--Brenda Beattie                     613-832-1621
Vice-President--Rosemary Randell      613-271-0607
Secretary--Pat Smith                           613-832-2259
Treasurer--Suzanne D’Aoust            
Website--Victor Pavlov                         819-561-5742
Exhibitions--Jane Barlow      	    613-224-4409 
OWSNews--Murray Stephens              613-521-9988
Membership--Rosy Somerville 	       613-839 -1918
Social Convener--Jane Duggan	       613-722-7914
Programs--Janet Agulnik                     613-715-2933
Publicity--Diane Groulx                        819-684-7572
Past Pres.--Renate Hulley                    613-724-6458
Archives--Pat Smith    	                         613 832-2259
Digital Images--Vic Dohar                    613-825-7328
Travelling Exhibitions--Alan Bain          613-537-8552
Advisors	 Anne Remmer Thompson  613-235-7660
	 Morton Baslaw                   613-733-5480
	 Ted Duncan                        613-592-6825
	 Charlie Spratt                     613-692-2485
	 Barbara Brintnell                613-521-3848

- - - - - - - - - - 

OWSNews is a publication of the Ottawa Watercol-
our Society for its members. Reproduction or pho-
tocopying of this newsletter in whole or in part is not 
permitted without written consent.  The Society 
members, including the Editor, take no responsibility 
for the information expressed in the Newsletter.
OWSNews is published four times a year. Articles 
and notices about shows, teaching activities etc. of 
the members are welcome at no cost. Please send 
any information to: Murray Stephens, 2-3445 Paul 
Anka Drive, Ottawa ON K1V 9R4  Tel: 613-521-9988 
Email: owsnewsletter@gmail.com

The Ottawa Watercolour Society, founded by well-
known watercolourist, Morton Baslaw CSPWC, has 
developed a graduated process of membership 
which promotes and encourages high standards in 

watercolour painting. OWS exhibitions in Eastern 
Ontario have always been of recognized excellence.

The Society holds two members juried exhibi-
tions and one OWS Fellows exhibition annually. The 
Annual General Meeting is held around the 1st of 
December each year.  There are special presenta-
tions, critique sessions of members work and OWS 
Fellowship jury committee meetings on an irregular 
basis.

Membership is open to anyone. Associate 
member status is attained after having paintings 
accepted in two OWS juried exhibitions.  Upon 
obtaining associate membership, OWS Fellowship 
status may be conferred at the Annual General 
Meeting when the member has been accepted in a 
further two juried exhibitions and their work has 
been accepted by a special OWS Fellowship jury. 
More information see www.owswatercolour.com 
or write to:

The Ottawa Watercolour Society
P.O. Box 23090, 2121 Carling Avenue
Ottawa  ON  K2A 4E2

Advertising Space Available
Business Card $100 Annually (4 Issues)
1/2 page $75 per issue

Insert (Max. 8.5 x 11)  $115 per issue
OWS News is published four times a year with a 
mailing list of member artists in the Ottawa re-
gion and distribution to selected Galleries.

Contact: Murray Stephens, Editor

Home: 613-521-9988

owsnewsletter@gmail.com

OWSNews Repor te r- -James MacLaren              
613-745-3589

Renate Hulley

Painting - Shirley Van Dusen

BEST IN SHOW
In August, Charlie Spratt, known throughout North America and member of 
the Ottawa Watercolour Society, won Best in Show at, “A Brush with the High-
lands Festival” in Wilberforce, Ontario.  He is shown here with his wife, Pat.

The event in which Spratt was participating had about 50 artists gathered for two days of 
plein air painting in the vicinity of Wilberforce, located between Haliburton and Bancroft.  
That concluded with a show of the artists’ work at the Wilberforce Community Centre,  at 
which his painting was selected.
 More than just a “plein air painting” extravaganza,  the artists enjoyed lots of camarade-
rie around “hugh bonfires” each night and “wonderful steak dinners”.  There were even 
reports that many of the participants brought their own tents and so forth, and camped out 
on the backyard property of their host, Tracy Green.
 Charlie and his wife camped out beside Audrey and Alan Bain. He reports that Audrey 
was also the winner of an award at the event.
 Spratt says that, “One of the sponsoring organizations was the Ontario Plein Air Soci-

OWS Member Wins at Festival

ety (OPAS) which I decided to 
join. The painting I submitted, 
which was the juror’s overall 
choice, was painted on location 
at Upper Canada Village last 
year on an OWS outing. For 
more information see A Brush 
with the Highlands and the On-
tario Plein Air Society web-
sites.”
 As a result of the Brush 
with the Highlands painting trip, 
Charlie and Pat drove to To-
ronto to participate in the first 
Ontario Plein Air Society 
(OPAS) Exhibition in Thornhill, Nov. 12 – 14. 
 The exhibition took place in the original J.E.H. MacDonald farm house that is now a 
heritage property belonging to the City of Vaughan. At one time or another most of the 
Group members visited there and MacDonald’s son, Thoreau,  lived out his life there, as 
well. In fact,  the actual location where J.E.H. painted the study for the famous Tangled 
Garden is clearly marked near the house. Members of OPAS showed their work at the well-
attended exhibition and painted on the 4-acre site during the weekend.--mts

Photo courtesy--The Society for the Preservation of 
Historic Thornhill  

Thoreau MacDonald House



Mancino up on 
teaching art for  
Watercolourists

By Murray Stephens
Editor - OWS News

Shirley Mancino is full of energy and for 
years has been bringing it to bear on her ca-
reer in art.  Her enthusiasm is infectious and 
showed itself recently as she challenged and 
encouraged members of a recent two-day 
workshop at her studio in Westport, to step 
outside the constraints of so-called “nor-
malcy”.

Shirley, a new member of the Ottawa 
Watercolour Society, invited her attentive 
class participants to open their minds in their 
approach to art--whether using watercolours, 
acrylics or other media.  The emphasis in the 
workshop was on watercolours, liquid acrylics 
and collage.

The initial approach was an introduction 
to painting that dealt with many of the aspects 
artists should take into consideration. These 
included the expected: the paints,  brushes, 
paper, canvas, masonite, gesso, etc.   It, of 
course, included composition and housekeep-
ing necessities of cleaning brushes...not allow-
ing cross-contamination of the paints.

But, that aside, the fun began when everyone was let loose to use 
their imaginations.  How about using all sorts of things other than just 
the usual watercolours or acrylics and normal things like watercolour 
paper and canvas?

How about mixing up some polyfilla or squeezing it out all over 
your canvas or watercolour paper?  Many artists have gone this route 

but for some in the workshop it was an approach that was totally for-
eign.  The idea, in the end, worked !  The Polyfilla and other such 
material was left to dry overnight and the next day the prepared items 
were ready for painting.

The choice was up to the individual artists.  Use watercolours or 
liquid acrylics, or a combination of them. It was time to find out how,  
particularly watercolours, would react being applied, of all things, on 
top of Polyfilla or the other such materials!  

It was a case of being surprized at what happened.  Imagine a 
traditionalist staring at watercolours that are collecting on the sheet in 

little pockets making uncontrollable saturated pools of colour while 
being absorbed in other spots in an unusual manner.  Strange, but 
intriguing. It certainly was not 300 lb. Arch and Windsor Newton in 
the “normal fashion”.  The “floor trowel” marks made for an inter-
esting design in the sample below. 

 Other unexpected effects were created by “crushed egg 
shells”, package containers from cookies and even netting from, I 
think it was, fruit packaging !  We used netting, onion bags,  tem-
plates, bubble wrap, etc. to both make impressions in the modeling 
pastes and to paint through.

Shirley Mancino has plenty of experience to bring to her excit-
ing workshops that goes beyond art.  It involves her travel, educa-
tion and interest, and exploration of exotic cultures.  It shows up in 
her art which can be seen on-line and in many venues readily ac-
cessible to readers of this article.

SHIRLEY MANCINO AT WORKSHOP IN HER WESTPORT STUDIO
Two of the participants included Beatsie McLean (L.) and Pat MacAulay.       -- Photo Murray Stephens

Her website says: “Shirley Mancino is re-
nowned for her courageous exploration of 
mixed media and experimental techniques. 
‘My soul sings’ when I work loosely and 
abstractly. I love the ethereal quality that 
happens when I superimpose a figure on top 
of an underpainting allowing the lower lev-
els to shine through. My mission is to leave 
something to the viewers’ imagination.”

For her next session, after she returns 
this winter from the far east, she is inviting
artists to “Awaken your creative spirit and playful nature. White 
paper syndrome is common to artists at all levels. Not here! Learn 
to use liquid acrylics and collage elements as a vehicle for bold and 
loose self-expression. At press time the April 2011 workshop was 
already fully booked. See Shirley’s website “  shirleymancino.com “ 
to join a waiting list or get details for other workshops next year.
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Murray Stephens

366 Marguer i te,  Vanier

Canadian Artist

5% of  Sales for

 Haiti R
elief

R e s e r v a t i o n s
6 1 3 - 7 4 7 - 7 7 7 7

Works on Display
at

Janet Agulnik -  www.janetagulnik.com
Freda Alschuler  -  www.fredaart.ch
Dhanashri Athavale - www.dhanashri.com
Alain + Audrey Bain - www.alanaudreybain.artbo.net 
Linda Banfalvi - www.lindabanfalvi.com
Anne Barkley - www.annebarkley.ca
Brenda Beattie - www.brendabeattie.blogspot.com
Crystal Beshara -  www.crystalbeshara.com
Josie Braden  - www.anya.corto.ca
Elaine DeCoursey - www.elainedecoursey.com
Pierrette Dulude Bohay  - www.dulude.bohay.artbo.net
Catherine Edmonds - www.catherineedmonds.com 
Arlette Franciere - www.arlettefranciere.com
Marg Grothier - www.marggrothier.com
Ann Gruchy - www.anngruchy.com
John Hiscock - www.jphiscock.ca
Renate Hulley - www.renatehulley.com
Peter Leckett - www.leckett.com
Shirley Mancino - www.shirleymancino.com
Arlene McGee - www.arlenemcgee.com
Pam McKinnon - www.pammckinnon.blogspot.com
John Mlacak Fine Art - www.johnmlacak.com
Mary Nunn - www.marynunn.com
Victor Pavlov -  www.victorpavlov.com
Wilma Pinkus - www.wilmapinkus.ca
Anne Remmer Thompson - www.anneremmerthompson.ca
Adriana Saba -  www. adrianasaba.com
Pat Smith - www.jazzbo.ca
Rosy Somerville - www.rosysomerville.com
Mike Stenson - http://mikeswatercolours.blogspot.com
Charles Spratt - www.cspratt.ca
Shernya Vininsky - www.shernya.artbo.net

Art East - www.arteastottawa.com

CSPWC - www.cspwc.com

Kanata Artists Studio Tour  - www.kanataartists.com

Ottawa Watercolour Society -www.owswatercolour.com

Manotick Art Association  - www.manotickart.ca

Find out More about Members
 Ottawa Watercolour Society

--
Visit Some of their Websites at 

Addresses Shown Below

Three members of the Ottawa Watercolour Society, Janice John-
ston, Karl Kischel and Rosy Somerville participated in the Red 
Trillium Studio Tour during the last weekend of November.  The 
event included 33 artists and artisans at 10 locations throughout the 
countryside of West Carleton.

Two OWS members to Participate
in “Bay” Christmas Art Sale Dec. 4
Brenda Beattie and Janice Johnston will be joining four other 
“local Artists” at a Christmas Art Sale in the “Bay” on Saturday, 
December 4. Beattie, President of the Ottawa Watercolour Society, 
will be displaying paintings, cards and miniatures while Johnston is 
to have her paintings and cards.  The event is scheduled from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 213 Baillie Avenue in Constance Bay.

Social: Social Convener Janet Duggan will continue to head 
the social committee but a second person is needed as Janet ex-
pects that she may not always be available.

The Publicity Chair is in charge of all advertising for OWS 
exhibits.

The Membership Chair is in charge of all aspects of member-
ship including application money and OWS News mailing labels. 
Suzanne D’Oust has been nominated for this position and hs ac-
cepted the nomination.

Please let me know by Email if you would like to volunteer for 
one of the jobs open, or if you would like to nominate someone. 
Nominations will also be accepted from the floor of the meeting.

!"#$%$&'()*+#,)-./')0$'1
Watercolour Annual General Meeting

CSPWC Symposium Details on Web
The Canadian Society of Painters in Water Colour next year will 
be celebrating 85 years of operation.  Entitled, “Water Works, 
Water Media and Watercolour in the Nation’s Capital,” the 
CSPWC is planning a large symposium in the first half of June 
hosted by the Ottawa Watercolour Society. Details of the activi-
ties schedule and information about the many one-day work-
shops is available at:  www.cspwc.com
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